Reflections for the 20th Year of Monthly Virtual
Informal Regional Focus Group Sessions

Initiated iIn March 2004



VLab initiated by the WMO-CGMS in 2000

What is the WMO-CGMS VLab?

%
Satellite Agencies
g o

CMA, CONAE, EUMETSAT,
INPE, JIMA, KMA, NOAA,
ROSHYDROMET, IRSO

*Centres of Excellence

Costa Rica, Barbados, Brazil,
Argentina, Morocco, Niger,
Oman, Kenya, South Africa,
Russian Federation,
Republic of Korea, China,

The Virtual Laboratory for Training and Australia, Indonesia
Education in Satellite Meteorology (VLab)

htt [lwww.wmo-sat.info/vlab/ coordination Group for Meteorological Satellites (CGMS)

and World Meteorological Organization (WMO)



http://www.wmo-sat.info/vlab/

VLab establecido por la OMM-CGMS en el 2000

O,’
Que es VLAB por la OMM-CGMS? Agencias Satelitalesﬁo,

v ,:,;;-:-;:_’ " _‘ CMA, CONAE, EUMETSAT,
. ; Al : ., INPE, JIMA, KMA, NOAA,

' ROSHYDROMET, IRSO

* Centros de Excelencia

Costa Rica, Barbados, Brasil,
Argentina, Marruecos,
Niger, Oman, Kenia, Sur

Africa, Federacion de Rusia,

Republica de Corea, China,

El Laboratorio Virtual de la OMM para la Ensefianza y Australia, Indonesia
Formacion en Meteorologia satelital (Vlab, siglas en ingles)

htt [lwww.wmo-sat.info/vlab/ coordination Group for Meteorological Satellites (CGMS)

and World Meteorological Organization (WMO)



http://www.wmo-sat.info/vlab/

Our Mission

To improve weather, water, climate and environmental
services by enabling Members to utilize satellite data.

What we do:

We provide training that promotes
application of satellite data for user
services.

We share knowledge, experience,
methods, and tools related to
access and usage of satellite data.

Coordination Group for Meteorological Satellites (CGMS)
and World Meteorological Organization (WMO)




Nuestra Mision

Mejorar los servicios meteoroldgicos, hidricos, climaticos y ambientales
por medio del uso de datos satelitales por nuestros miembros.

Lo que hacemos:

Brindamos capacitacion que
promueve la aplicacion de datos
satelitales para los servicios a los
usuarios.

Compartimos conocimientos,
experiencia, méetodos y
herramientas relacionados con el
acceso y uso de datos satelitales.

Coordination Group for Meteorological Satellites (CGMS) @

and World Meteorological Organization (WMO)




Start of the Regional Focus Group

Initially:

= A monthly virtual session to connect
Instructors and participants after a
workshop to apply concepts learned.

What it has evolved to:

* A long-term community of learning and
practice that brings together diverse
people.

Informal Iearnlng (no part|C|pat|0n RAMSDIS Interactive: Version 07/19/05
certificates are offered) Session: 27 April 2006

http://rammb.cira.colostate.edu/training/rmtc/focusqroup.asp



http://rammb.cira.colostate.edu/training/rmtc/focusgroup.asp

El Inicio del Grupo de Enfoque Regional

Inicialmente:

» Una sesion virtual mensualmente para
conectar a instructores y participantes
después de un taller para aplicar los
conceptos aprendidos.

La evolucion:

= Una comunidad de aprendizaje y practica §® =
a largo plazo que reune a personas e ——
diversas. e

RAMSDIS Interactive: Version 07/19/05

Session: 27 April 2006

Aprendizaje informal (no se ofrecen
certificados de participacion)

http://rammb.cira.colostate.edu/training/rmtc/focusqroup.asp



http://rammb.cira.colostate.edu/training/rmtc/focusgroup.asp
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Who are the Organizers?

WPC International

Desks Barbados Costa Rica Brazil Argentina Collaboration




Quienes son los organizadores?

AENT

WPC Escritorios
Internacionales

Costa Rica Brasil Argentina Colaboracion




Who are the RFG participants?

Primary:

e Weather Services

e Other instructors and their students

, T Media and
\ - Weather Public

... [ " Enthusiasts e i
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Quienes son los participantes del RFG?

Principalmente:
e Servicios Meteoroldgicos
» Otros Instructores y sus estudiantes
Seguido por:




What does a typical RFG session include?

Use of satellite imagery and products for:

v'Discussion of current weather v Climate overview

Procptals Wam 00~ e El Nino-Southern Oscillation (ENSO)

500 hPa] (CIRA)

Blended TPW (CIRA) < o . o . Week centered on 22 NOV 2023
__ ) N i : CPC Official Statement SST Anomalies {*C)

Status: El Nino Advisory

Default Borders { P’ - ; : o VN @ El Nifio conditions are observed.*

White  ~ Hide

@ Equatorial sea surface temperatures
(SSTs) are above average across the - i
central and eastern Pacific Ocean. g -~

@ The tropical Pacific atmospheric
anomalies are consistent with El Nifio

Nlﬁo 34 reachmg near warmest, but overall anomalues are starting to decrease.

TAKEAWAYS




Qué incluye una sesion tipica del RFG?

El uso de imagenes y productos satelitales para:

v'Discusion sobre eI tlempo actual v'Resumen climatico
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Nlﬁo 34 reachmg near warmest, but overall anomalues are starting to decrease.




What does a typical RFG session include?

Use of satellite imagery and products for:

v'Review of recent significant weather events
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-~ ¥'Participant: questions and input
J; on local & regional weather

Hello everybody! Happy 2024! We had a strong storm in Rio Grande do
Sul last night/dawn, with HAIL and wind gusts of up to 107km/h, due to
the intense instability in southern Brazil. There were deaths and a lot of
damage.

WOow

Am assuming from flash flooding?
Yes, there were deaths, several tree falls, flooding and other damage, in
at least 20 municipalities in Rio Grande do Sul



Qué incluye una sesion tipica del RFG?
El uso de imagenes y productos satelitales para:

v'Revision de eventos cllmatlcos S|gn|f|cat|vos recientes

2024-01-17

| / Participante: preguntas y
- . a e} v 7 comentarios sobre el tiempo local y
regional

Hello everybody! Happy 2024! We had a strong storm in Rio Grande do
Sul last night/dawn, with HAIL and wind gusts of up to 107km/h, due to
the intense instability in southern Brazil. There were deaths and a lot of
damage.
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Informal Monthly
Regional Focus Group
sessions keep people
connected before and
after formal training.
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~  \WMO-CGMS VLab

RFG Session
Participation

Mar 2004 - Feb 2024

Intl Desk

WMO RA-III/IV
Centres

n(ﬁCnE Barbados
% CIMH

# Sessions Attended
1-62 (25%)
® 63-124 (50%)
® 125-186 (75%)
® 187-248 (100%)
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CVEM

/CoE Brazil
PTEC/INPE

... and promote continuous learning



~  \WMO-CGMS VLab

Las sesiones mensuales
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Building Capacity and Community

RFG session participation March 2004 - January 2024

Percentage of

Participants 4.5% 21-161

# of individuals) | &%) sessions

# of Sessions
sessions | per individual

2-6
sessions

1 session

Total # of participants: 1798

v' Providing Trainers with training
and resources.
v’ Students and participants:
v'move into senior and
manager positions and
support the participation of
their personnel
v'collaborate on small projects,
seminars, and workshops



Creacion de capacidad y comunidad

RFG session participation March 2004 - January 2024

Percentage of

Participants 4.5% 21-161

# of individuals) | &%) sessions

# of Sessions
sessions | per individual

2-6
sessions

1 session

Total # of participants: 1798

v’ Proporcionar a los entrenadores
el entrenamiento y recursos
v’ Estudiantes y participantes:
v'pasar a puestos superiores y
directivos y apoyar la
participacion de su personal
v'Colaborar en pequenos
proyectos, seminarios, y
talleres



Thanks for the inspiration from
colleagues, Instructors and participants!

http://rammb.cira.colostate.edu/training/rmtc/focusgroup.asp
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Gracias por la inspiracion de nuestros
olegas, Instructores y participantes!

http://rammb.cira.colostate.edu/training/rmtc/focusgroup.asp
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